
CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK 

               ​ Sunday, April 5 
​ 10:30 am​ Worship 
​ No​ Coffee HI 
​ No​ Confirmation I 
 

​ Tuesday, April 7​  
​ 10:00am- Noon​ Coffee with Pastor Katie @ The Bean 
 

​ Wednesday, April 8 
​ 6:00 pm​ Confirmation II 
​ 7:00 pm​ Choir Rehearsal 
 

       ​ Sunday,  April 12​  
​ 9:00 am​ Adult Bible Study 
​ 10:30 am​ Worship 
​ 11:30 am​ Coffee HI 
​ 11:30 am​ Cabinet Meeting 
​ 6:00 pm​ Confirmation I 
 
 

*****   *****   *****   *****   ***** 

 

 
April 5, 2026 

PRELUDE ​ ​ ​       “Darkness into Light” ​ ​ ​       Brandt  
“Ode to Joy” ​ ​ ​ ​          Krug              

 
WELCOME 

Friendship Pads 
Announcements 
Joys and Concerns 

      Please also complete a “Prayer Card” and put it in the collection plate. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
Introit​​ ​ ​ “Give Me a Clean Heart”​ ​ ​ ​      188 
Give me a clean heart so I may serve you. God, fix my heart so that I may be used by 
you. For I’m not worthy of all these blessings. Give me a clean heart and I’ll follow you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The earth trembles, and the stone is rolled away. 
What was sealed is broken open. 
The ground beneath us is not as certain as we thought, 
Yet God is at work in the shaking. 
Christ is risen, not in stillness, but in holy disruption, 
Bringing life where we expected only endings. 
Come, let us worship the God who shakes and awakens, 
The One who brings life out of broken ground.                



*HYMN   ​          “Raise Your Joys and Triumphs High”                   Mary McDonald 
       (The congregation is invited to join the choir; lyrics are printed on pink paper) 
 
*INVOCATION 
God of trembling ground, you meet us not in stillness, but in the moment 
when the earth shifts beneath us and what we thought was certain falls away. 
Be present with us now in this holy disruption. Steady us where we are afraid, 
and awaken us to the life rising even through the cracks. Call us into this 
Easter moment where the ground breaks open and something new begins. 
Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE​  ​  ​     Isaiah 55:10-13​                          
 
MUSIC TO INSPIRE                       “Halle Halle Halle”​ ​ Haugen/Bell/Maule 
​ ​ ​   Claves- Anthony Burbach 
​ ​ ​ ​    Guitar- Paul Ebsen
​ ​        Tubano drum- Nathan Wigton 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
SCRIPTURE​    ​ ​ Matthew 28:1-10​ ​ ​ ​  
 
MEDITATION ​  ​               “The Ground Shakes” 
 
HYMN OF MEDITATION ​  ​     “Now The Green Blade Rises”​ ​     238 
     
A TIME FOR PRAYER 
​ Silent Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
Even in broken ground, seeds are planted. Even in uncertain seasons, life begins 
again. What we offer today becomes part of that holy tending. Part of the work of 
bringing life where it is needed most. Let us give, trusting that God is still 
growing something beautiful among us. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC ​​   ​ “Vox Angelorum” ​ ​         de La Tombelle 
 

*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below; Praise God above, you heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of resurrection, you shake what feels certain and bring life from what is 
broken. Receive these gifts, offered from lives that know both trembling and 
hope. Use them to bring life through the cracks and to grow something new in 
this world. Shape us, too, as part of your work of renewal. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
​ Hymn of Preparation           “Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread”​ 342               
​ Story from Tradition & Blessing 

Distribution of Elements 
​ Meditation Music  ​            
​ Prayer of Thanksgiving 
​ God of life, we thank you for this meal.  We thank you for your presence ​
​ with us in simple bread and cup.  Root this grace within us, and send us ​
​ out to carry your life into the world.  Amen​  
 
*CLOSING HYMN ​ ​           “The Day of Resurrection”​             ​ ​      245 
 
*BENEDICTION 
Go now into a world where the ground is not always steady and life does not 
always feel secure. 
Go without fear, for even in the shaking, God is at work breaking open what was 
sealed and bringing life from what we thought was finished. And may the God 
who moves the earth, the Christ who rises from it, and the Spirit who breathes 
life through every crack go with you and hold you, now and always. Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL  ​ ​ ​      “Hallelujah”​ ​ ​ ​     236 
 
POSTLUDE  ​ ​ ​ “Carillon de Westminster”​ ​ ​             Vierne 
 

*****   *****   *****   *****   ***** 
 

Brass musicians: 
Trumpet - Natalie Wells​          Trumpet- Holly Nesmith 

Trombone - Kurt Hackemer​   Tuba - Garret Olson 
 

Thank you to the United Church of Christ Vermillion Bell Choir, musicians, 
directors Anthony Burbach and Gretchen Burbach for  

their beautiful performances today! 



 
 
 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dana Hanson ​ Frank Main​ Karen Hall​  
Shelby Hanson​ Malene A. Little and Family  
Edrick Louidor​ Judi Tenpenny​ Marion Chesters​  
Friends and Family of Terry Delhomme     Friends and Family of Marj Coker         
Friends and Family of Greg Edelen   Friends and Family of Eric Nygaard 
Friends and Family of James Clemenston  
 

As a powerful symbol of who we are and strive to be—deeply connected to one 
another, our families, our community, our world, and our God—this list contains 
names of people we care about, who are in a unique time of joy or need. Although 
a group within our congregation has made a commitment to pray regularly for 
people listed, we invite everyone to lift up these names to God when they come to 
mind. Recognizing some folks’ desire for privacy, please ask a person’s 
permission before adding their name to the prayer list, especially if they are 
someone from our local area. This list is sacred work, so we ask that all requests 
be handled with care, respect, and honor. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LENT PROJECT: GAS CARD COLLECTION 
During this Lenten season, our church is collecting gas gift cards to help 
members of our community who need assistance getting to jobs, job interviews, 
medical appointments, and other essential commitments. We recommend Bob’s 
Sinclair gas gift cards, but cash, checks, or PayPal donations are also welcome. 
Please note “Gas Cards” in the memo line so we can direct your donation 
appropriately. Donations will be collected now through Easter, April 5. Gas cards 
or donations may be dropped off at the church office or placed in the offering 
plate during Sunday worship. Thank you for helping us support our neighbors 
with this meaningful Lenten project. 
 

THE WORLD BELOVED: A BLUEGRASS MASS 
On Sunday, April 19th, our choir will share The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass by 
Carol Barnett. This unique work blends the reverence of the classical Mass with 
the warm, lively spirit of bluegrass, featuring choir alongside fiddle, mandolin, 
banjo, guitar, and bass. With twelve movements woven through the traditional 
sections of the Mass and text by Marisha Chamberlain, the piece offers a 
message of hope, new growth, and renewed love for our world—this joyful and 
reflective work feels especially fitting, and we are honored to share it with you. 



“Raise Your Joys and Triumphs High”  
*please watch the conductor 

Verse 1: 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 
Verse 2: 
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ hath opened Paradise. Alleluia! 
 
Verse 3:  
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once He all doth save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 
Verse 4: 
Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
 
 

Easter Flowers in honor of:  
The beautiful flowers filling our sanctuary are a tribute to the loved 
ones who hold a place in our hearts—whether still with us or gone 
ahead. As we take in their beauty, may we be reminded of the love, 

hope, and the miracle of new life that Easter brings. 
 

LAF Interns, staff and volunteers 
Cheryl Burbach 

Otis and Betty Groom 
Robert and Eleanor Dickenson 

Wayland Zimmerman 
Joyce Zimmerman 

Anthony “AJ”  Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Annual Pledge Budgeted: $256,020 

Pledges Received Through March 2026 $77,561 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to donate to the Vermillion United Church of Christ, 
Congregational using PayPal, please scan this QR code with your phone. 
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